Summary: Patients with oesophageal varices frequently present with gastrointestinal haemorrhage but bleeding from varices at other sites is rare. We present a patient with hepatitis C-induced cirrhosis and partial portal vein occlusion who developed spontaneous haemorrhage from anterior abdominal wall varices into the rectus abdominus muscle and peritoneal cavity.
Introduction
Portal hypertension is most often seen in patients with chronic liver disease but may also occur in those with portal vein occlusion. Thrombosis ofthe portal vein is recognized in both cirrhotic patients,' those with previous abdominal surgery, sepsis, neoplasia, myeloproliferative disorders,2 protein C3 or protein S deficiency. 4 Oesophageal varices develop when the portal pressure is maintained above 12 
